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whatsoever can affect the subject to any degree, and,
secondly, any sort of affect on the part of the subject also
immediately compromises and violates the object. An
episode from the life of a bushman may illustrate what I
mean : A bushman had a little son, upon whom he lavished
the characteristic doting fondness of the primitives. It is
obvious that, psychologically, such a love is wholly auto-
erotic, i.e. the subject loves himself in the object In a
sense the object serves as an erotic mirror. One day the
bushman came home in a rage: he had been fishing, and
had caught nothing. As usual the little fellow ran eagerly
to meet him. But the father seized him and wrung
his neck upon the spot. Subsequently, of course, he
mourned for the dead boy with the same abandon and
lack of comprehension as had before made him strangle
him.
This case is a good example of the identity of the
object with the affect of the moment Clearly such a
mentality is a very serious hindrance to every protective
organization of the tribe. From the standpoint of the
propagation and extension of the species, it is an unfavour-
able factor ; hence in a species with strong vitality it must
be repressed and transformed. This is the purpose the
symbol serves, and for this end it came into being, since it
withdraws a certain sum of libido from the object, which
is thereby relatively depreciated, bestowing the libido
surplus upon the subject. But this surplus operates
within the unconscious of the subject, who now finds
himself between an inner and an outer determinant,
whence arises the possibility of choice and a relative
subjective freedom.
The symbol is always derived from archaic residues,
or imprints engraven in the very stem of the race, about
whose age and origin one can speculate much although
nothing definite can be determined. It would certainly